Research Project The Platonisms of the Late Antiquity

The intellectual life of late antiquity is characterized by a strong concern with principles
(archai): principles of reality, principles of the world, principles of knowledge. Regardless
of how one groups intellectuals in late antiquity—into pagans and Christians, philosophers
and theologians—they all speak about principles explicitly or implicitly and some of them
actively seek to establish what the principles are (e.g., Plotinus, Porphyry, Origen, Damas-
cius, Gnostics, Hermeticists, theurgists). They clearly deem the project of principles to be
crucial for establishing how reality is structured, what the place of humans in the world is,
what powers affect our lives, how free are we, how we can attain knowledge, and how we
can attain happiness or salvation. The search for principles (understood as metaphysical or
theological) is then an important issue both of itself and also for shaping ethics. The series
of talks in the academic year 2023-2024 of the research project The Platonisms of the Late
Antiquity continue exploring, as in the previous year, this topic of principles in its broad
application in the intellectual world of late antiquity and will examine questions such as how
principles account for reality, how principles explain the interaction between the divine and
the human world, and how human happiness and salvation is possible given the structure

of reality.

Projet de recherche Les Platonismes de 'Antiquité tardive

La vie intellectuelle de la fin de PAntiquité est caractérisée par un fort intérét porté aux «
principes » (archai) : principes de la réalité, principes du monde, principes de la connais-
sance. Quelle que soit la facon dont on regroupe les intellectuels de la fin de PAntiquité
— polythéistes ou chrétiens, philosophes ou théologiens —, tous parlent, explicitement ou
implicitement, des principes. Certains cherchent méme activement a déterminer ce que
sont les principes (par ex., Origéne, Plotin, Porphyre, Damascius, les gnostiques, les Her-
métistes, les théurgistes). Cette recherche est pour eux capitale, afin détablir la maniere
dont la réalité est structurée, de réfléchir a la place des étres humains dans le monde et aux
puissances qui affectent leur vie, de penser dans quelle mesure nous sommes libres, com-
ment nous pouvons atteindre la connaissance, ainsi quobtenir le bonheur ou le salut. La
recherche des principes (métaphysiques ou théologiques) est ainsi un théme important
en lui-méme et pour la formation éthique. Le Programme des rencontres 2023-2024 du
projet de recherche Les Platonismes de IAntiquité tardive propose de continuer dexplorer
comme l'année précédente cette thématique des principes dans le monde intellectuel de
la fin de PAntiquité. Il examinera différentes questions, telles que : comment les principes
disent la réalité, comment ils expliquent les relations entre les mondes divin et humain et
dans quelle mesure le bonheur et le salut sont possibles pour les humains étant donné la
structure de la réalité.

To receive the zoom link for these conferences, please send a message to
sympa@services.cnrs.fr from the address you want to subscribe to the list.

In the subject line of your message, type in: subscribe lesplatonismes
Leave the message body blank. You will receive a confirmation e-mail.
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Sunday, 16 June 2024

15.00 — 16.00 : Arrival of the participants in Rome and transfer to Frascati
19.00 : Visit of the Villa and Concert
21.00 : Dinner

Monday, 17 June 2024

9h Breakfast
9h45 Official welcome to Vivarium Novum

Chairwoman: Luciana Gabriela Soares Santoprete (LEM - CNRS)

10h Daniela Taormina (Universita di Roma Tor Vergata)
Giamblico: il fondamento logico della classificazione degli agenti
della teurgia.

Nella Risposta a Porfirio (De mysteriis), Giamblico stabilisce un’organiz-
zazione del divino alternativa a quella proposta da Porfirio e sfrutta in tal
senso i risultati ottenuti in altre opere, particolarmente nel Commentario
alle Categorie. Egli determina cosi le caratteristiche e la collocazione degli
agenti della teurgia (arcangeli, angeli, demoni, arconti, eroi, anime divi-

ne) sulla base di strutture concettuali e metodi di ricerca squisitamente
filosofici.
11h Discussion

11h30 Coffee-break

Chairman: Dylan Burns (University of Amsterdam)

11h30 Claudia Lo Casto (Universita degli Studi di Salerno)
Plotino e il divino.

Il celebre detto plotiniano “Devono esse [le divinita] venire da me,
non io andare da loro” (Porph. Vita Plotini, 10) sembra esprimere il mi-
sticismo razionale di Plotino, che non ha come finalita quella di farsi

interprete della tradizione religiosa pagana, bensi di razionalizzare an-
che tutto cio che riguarda il divino. “Divino” per Plotino e I’'Uno, il
Principio al quale I’Anima, in virtt del vincolo originario che la lega
al mondo intelligibile, puo ricongiungersi, attraverso un vero e proprio
viaggio di ritorno. L'obiettivo del presente contributo & la ricostruzio-
ne del rapporto di Plotino con il divino, mostrando come quest’ultimo
venga perfettamente integrato all’interno del suo sistema metafisico, dal
momento che finisce per identificarsi con la dimensione intelligibile e
ancora di pit con quella del Principio.

13h Discussion

13h30 Lunch

Chairman: Eric Crégheur (Université Laval)

16h  Michele Abbate (Universita degli Studi di Salerno)
The Mystical Outcome of Pseudo-Dionysian Apophatic Theology.

Although in the Corpus Areopagiticum the trinitarian doctrine seems
to imply some form of relationship between things and their creator,
in the final section of the Mystical Theology God’s abyssal otherness
with respect to the totality of things is emphasised with particular force
through the negation of apophaticism itself. The aim of my paper is
to show how the mystical outcome characterising the thinking of the
author (or authors) of the Corpus is the necessary consequence of the
impossibility of conceiving through thought the supreme Cause of all
reality. Only mystical experience allows access to henosis, that is, to
union/unification with God. As emerges from the ending of the Mysti-
cal Theology, it is not through thought that one can come into contact
with God, but only through mystical experience. God, in fact, cannot
be the object of intelligible contact: of him there is neither speech nor
name nor knowledge. He is neither darkness nor light, neither error nor
truth. God is that which is absolutely detached from everything and is
beyond the totality of things (MTV, 1048 A-B). Trinitarian theology thus
ends in a kind of mental epoché, which opens the way to the mystical
silence that constitutes the antechamber to union with God.

17h  Discussion

17h30  Coffee-break



Chairwoman: Anna Van den Kerchove (IPT-LEM, CNRS)

18h

19h

Federico Petrucci (Universita degli Studi di Torino)
Nicomachus of Gerasa on Platonist Principles of the World.

The talk develops the theological and cosmological model attributable
to Nicomachus of Gerasa on the basis of the Introductio Arithmetica.
In particular, I will dwell on the relationship between God, the intel-
ligibles and the world, in order to bring out how in fact, within the
technical framework imposed by the work, Nicomachus is bearer of
a theological and cosmological proper (Middle) Platonist model. This
model is aimed at providing an explanation of the cosmic order by
elaborating a specific notion of providence and insisting on the math-
ematical aspects of the structure of the world soul.

Discussion

Tuesday, 18 June 2024

9h

Breakfast

Chairman: George Karamanolis (University of Wien)

10h

11h

11h30

Franco Ferrari (Universita di Pavia)
La riflessione dell’essere. La causalita delle idee nel Timeo: una
proposta.

Nel Timeo I'universo & concepito all’interno di uno schema artigianale
come una copia (eikon) di un modello eterno. Lo schema artigianale
sembra comportare inevitabilmente I'ipotesi di un demiurgo. Tuttavia
in alcune sezioni della sua esposizione Timeo non si serve affatto del
demiurgo, ma introduce altri schemi analogici. Sulla base della de-
finizione di eikon (e di eikastike mimesis) fornita in Soph. 235d-e, si
intende avanzare una nuova ipotesi circa il tipo di causalita che I'intel-
ligibile esercita sul sensibile. Alla domanda intorno a “come si genera
il corpo a partire dall’incorporeo?”, la risposta che si puo ricavare dal
Timeo e “per mezzo di una proiezione dimensionale”.

Discussion

Coffee-Break

Chairwoman: Luciana Gabriela Soares Santoprete (LEM - CNRS)

12h

13h
12h

Francesco Berno (Sapienza Universita di Roma)

Rileggere Nag Hammadi ad 80 anni dalla scoperta.
Presentazione del volume di A. Annese, F. Berno, D. Tripaldi (a
cura di), I codici di Nag Hammadi, Carocci 2024.

Lintervento intende in primo luogo presentare la prima traduzione inte-
grale in lingua italiana del fondo di Nag Hammadi, soffermandosi sul-
le peculiarita codicologiche, filologiche, dottrinali e letterarie di tale
biblioteca. Specifica attenzione verra poi riservata alla eterogeneita del
materiale testuale, che raccoglie scritti gnostici, composizioni classiche,
trattati pagani. In tal senso, si mostrera la complessita del rapporto tra la
tradizione confluita a Nag Hammadi e la scuola platonica, evidenzian-
do prestiti, parallelismi, sincretismi.

Discussion

Lunch

Tuesday, 18 June 2024, P. M.

15h30
17h
17h30
19h
19.30

21h00

Round-Table Discussion about the PAT’s Project
Coffee-break
Round-Table Discussion about the PAT’s Project
Coffee-break
Round-Table Discussion about the PAT’s Project

Dinner



Wednesday, 19 June 2024
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9h Breakfast _ A o 2  akalha

10h Round-Table Discussion about the PAT’s
Project

11h30 Coffee-Break

12h Round-Table Discussion about the PAT’s
Project

13h30 Lunch

15h30 Round-Table Discussion about the PAT’s
Project

17h Coffee-break

17h30 Conclusions of the Table Discussion about
the PAT’s Synergy Project

18h30 Coffee-break and visit of the city of Frascati

21h Dinner
Accademia Vivarium novum
Thursday, 20 June 2024 & Villa Falconieri, Viale Borromini 5 — 00044 Frascati (Roma)
9.00 : Breakfast
10.00 : Departure to Roma Termini and Rome Airport 4






